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(57;Abstract; 



PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To improve durability of the exhaust emission 
control system for internal combustion engine by reliably reducing the 
amount of hydrocarbon in the exhaust emission at the cold start of the 
engine and by detaching the NOx and SOx from the NOx catalyst while 
preventing fuel economy from being worsened when the NOx conversion 
efficiency of the NOx catalyst decreases. 

SOLUTION: This exhaust emission control system is provided with an 
exhaust emission controller 13, a light-off catalyst 11. and a control means 
20. The exhaust emission controller 13 is arranged to an exhaust passage 3 
of the internal combustion engine, and when the exhaust emission is lean in 
terms of air-fuel ratio, the NOx is adsorbed, while when the concentration 
of oxygen in the exhaust emission decreases, the absorbed NOx is 
detached. The light-off catalyst 1 1 is provided to the exhaust passage 3 in 
the upstream side of the exhaust emission controllers 13 and 14, with the 
02 storage capability lower than that of the exhaust emission converter 14. 
The control means 20 provides a control such that the concentration of 
oxygen in the atmosphere in the vicinity of the exhaust emission controller 
13 and 14 is lowered if the NOx conversion efficiency of the exhaust 
emission controller 13 decreases. 
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